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The 'all-but-lifeless‘,
American inteligence.
- community is being sub-.,
jected to fresh attacks. It
is hard to imagine what'
they are supposed to
accomplish, since the.
spectacle resembles whatf;
“happened to the body of
Benito Mussolini after be
was shot..

The current.area ol.'
concern is the connection
between the CIA and
American journalists, and
the two-pronged aftack is
coming {rom a brace of .
New York Times report- |
ers — in a series of arti--
cles collected in a -tele-
phone program, the bill
for - which may well_
exceed the sum of cash.
paid by the CIA to all-
American journalisis —
and from a fresh congres~.
sional investlgation com-
mittee, " 77 :

This last is chaired by
Les Aspin, D-Wis., a legis-"
lator with a lust for head- -
lines mot seen since the-
days of Joe McCarthy.
Aspin-knows even less.
about intelligence than he ]
does: about the military,
the fleld in which he has.
until. now made his name- |
— by an endless series;of
one-shot .accusations - of
“‘waste,” all of which land
his name on the front:
page and none of which
has ever-been tollowed upf
by ‘a-second release, an”
Jnvestigation or remedial
]egislation.

Thereis a potential risk
:ln any relation between an”
wverseas intelligence
wrganization -and::g
American newsman;. tha
mews appearing in  Ameri-
wan media may somehow |
be slanted”or even_falsi-:
Kled: The Times found no‘**
evidence of this, despite ]
reams of copy: in which.
khey listed every example']
kheg could.dredge up of:;
every.journalist; who,
would, admit’ to, was. re-

that.
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Aspin hasn’t even found
On
. occasions,

CIA in foreign media was
picked up by American

*~media. In the old days,.
;- the director of Central

- Intelligence . could deal
.- with that problem by call-

. ing the media outlet in-

volved, explaining what
“ had happened and having
-the story killed. As Wil-

ﬂ llam Colby has testified, |

such an effective solution
to the problem is no long-
er possible because any
such call today would
. promiptly be played up by.
the outlet involved.

‘Aspin, naturally, is now
ta]kmg about “inadequate
. safeguards” — to'a prob-
.lem which no longer
~ exists, since the CIA’s de-
: sire ( or, indeed, ability)
_ to plant such articles is
just about nil. =~

.. As usual, the medias

g towenng lgnorance of the’

.basic ‘structure’ of. espio-"
nage operations, and its’

‘Coming home’ to roost.’
"The Times articles are’|
tilled with terms like
“espionage,"a ‘el

‘““deep’ cover,’”. *

several
however,
materlal planted by the

loose use of jargon, ,is.

'agent 1
. ‘lasset 1 “S’upport,". llcqv

i ‘ported to or in some cases. | .

. simply suspected of hav-.
;-ing had any form of rela-
~tionship with the CIA. -
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“ert'7and “relationship,”
;'all of which sound very -
" professional. But since the

terms are consistently
misapplied and because
the writers didn’t under-
stand them when they

" heard them, it is usually

difficult and often impos-

-sible’ to puzzle ou'; what

] they are saying.

“use loosely terms like

In this case, the& also

“Journalist,”- “strmger”

- and ‘“‘correspondent,”

it is even harder to work
it out.

1

. To start with basics,

CIA personnel are station-
ed overseas in almost all
foreign capitals. in “‘sta-
tions” and sometimes in

‘Partiofa épert‘series on the CIA. Donald Morris |
served with the CIA 17 years. He has been-a columnist
" for The Houston Post since }us retirement from govern- |

ment servz‘ce in 1972

other cities’ (which are.,;nag
subsidiary “bases’ of the -
stations). The vast bulk of "
the people are under “‘offi-~
cial’”’ (i.e., government)
-cover, either as State De- "
partment employees (al-;‘“
though not necev-sarlly'

diplomats) or civilian em-
ployees of the military.

All “official cover” per-

.sonnel are full-time, ca-

reer CIA employees. Their
job iz to recruit “‘agents,”
who are foreigners who

carry out the actual espm— B 3
. L feas S of all journalists — and

i
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" agreements and since-

~'relationship advertised,
" practically none of them

- about his “relationship”

e. . -‘
All “agents”: start as
*leads, who have been
“spotted, investigated, de-
fveloped and ﬂnany re-
All agents sign secrecy .

very few of them wish the

ever talks ahout his ex--
perience. Almost every-
body, however, who has |~
ever known a CIA official™
-overseas — which in- |.
cludes the vast majority

who has ever spent time .
with him soclally (and .|
discussed current affairs
.or introduced him to
someone), is apt to talk

Wwith the agency, or — -
especlally these days —
‘claim the agency “made a -
‘pass at me™ or Hrled tor f
‘nrecmitme.“ T
% Since the people !nvolv« -
ed and the people writing
;these stories, are using .
‘the terms-loosely and |}
interchangeably,  nothing |
;very intemgible results. P

#But all those stories |
about “‘relationships’’ :
fwlth the CIA sound so.;
thnllingand ominous.:
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